Spoiled Houses (Part I) 



Or else how can one enter into a strong man f s house, 
and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong 
man? and then he will spoil his house. 
Matthew 12:29 (KJV)© 

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that 
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile tl 
temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple 
of God is holy, which temple ye are. 
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 (KJV) © 

Has your church been infiltrated by the occult? Your first reaction to this question may be that it is impossible; 
how on earth could God allow His church become infiltrated by the doctrines of devils? In the above verse from 
Matthew the "strong man" spoken of is the Holy Spirit residing in us individually and collectively. Do you 
suppose that Satan can bind the strong man (Holy Spirit) if He is residing in us? How could the Holy Spirit be 
bound If God promises to never leave or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5 KJV O)? 

When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking 
rest, and findeth none. Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came 
out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth he, 
and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in 
and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it 
be also unto this wicked generation. 
Matthew 12:43-45 ©( KJV) 

The answer is that He doesn't allow it, we do! If we allow the Holy Spirit to take charge of our lives and we are 
submitting to Him in all our ways the devil cannot bind Him, it is only if the Holy Spirit is not in charge that the 
thief can spoil his goods. God is bound by His Word; He will not force His Spirit on any man. The thief cannot 
come in and spoil our goods unless there is no strong man present, either because we have dismissed Him from 
our house or He never occupied it. 

And she named the child Ichabod, saying, The glory is departed from Israel: because 
the ark of God was taken, and because of her father in law and her husband. 
1 Samuel 4:21 (KJV)© 

As 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 © tells us, the church is not a building or denomination it is us, His people. So if 
occult teachings and practices come to stay in your church building the cause is exactly the same; either the Holy 
Spirit is no longer or never was in evidence there. The members that did have the Holy Spirit operating in their 
lives eventually either left of their own choice (because the Holy Spirit in them was grieved) or they were thrown 
out of the church forcibly for taking a stand against such apostasy. 

And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption. 




Ephesians 4:30 (KJV) © 



Of course we can see this as yet another example of the fallacy of the "Once Saved, Always Saved" apostasy 
that has swept many into sin and lives of compromise with the world. The glory of our lives (the Holy Spirit living 
in us, His temple) can depart if the strong man is not in charge. It is the Holy Spirit in us that seals us; it marks us 
as God's property. Without it we are utterly lost. 
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